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CRISIS IS

AT HAND.

Fither War or Peace
. On This

Will be Determineﬂ
Week. GRS

GREAT GRAVITY OF THE SITUATION.

ho Absolute Doy has Yet Been Annoum:ufl When the I’residﬁnt’s Mouaﬁu
is to be Sent to Congress—Will not be Communicated To-Day, and it
May be Thursday—Delay is Welcomed by Some, While Others are
Chafing Under Restraint—The Probability of Foreign Meditation—No

Overtures Haye Yet Been Made.

SWASHINGTON, April 8, — THE
NPINION, ALMOST UNIVERSALLY
JNELD IN WASHINGTON TO-NIGHT
1Y LEADING PUBLIC MEN AND
DIPLOMATS, I8 THAT THE CRISIS
WILL REACH ITS! CLIMAX THIS
WEEK AXND THAT THE QUESTION
OF WATL O PEACE WILL BE DE-
TERMINEDR, WITHIN THE XNEXT
BEVEN DAYS,

Senators and representatives mat and
canferred 0l day about the gravity of
the situatlon, and ol the white house
the Pregident  consulted with several
wembers of hi= eabinet and other con-
fidential advigers regarding the message
which he [s prepuring o send Lo cons
press,

At the state, war ard navy building
active work was going on, and allto-
gether It has beon o day of suppressed
feeling. No absolute duy has yol been
announced when the message Is to be
pent to congress amd all that seems to
be absolutely certaln to-night Is that it
will rot go In Le=morrow, Tuesday pos-
glbly, but more prolably Wealnesday, or
perhaps Thursda

Weleome Lvery llonrnl’ Delay.

In additional to the physical work of |
preparing the  comprehensive docus |
ment upon which the President expects |
to rest Americi’s case with the world, |
there are other reasons why those In |
charge of the wuar preparations wil hl
eleome - every  hour's Welay.  WAR |
ATBERIAL WHICH WE HAVE OR-
m.r ED ABROAD IS NOT YET SHIP-
PED, AND THE FACTORIES IN
THIS COUNTRY WHICH ARE
WORKING NIGHT AND DAY MAK-
ING POWDER AND PROJECTILES
ARB ANXIOUB FOR DELAY. Some
of the factories In  Connectleut have
raphed Representative Hil urglng
he deluy possible. They say every

da;

There is still o divergence of oplnion
ag to what the President will recom-
mend in  hig message; indeed  there
to be still o question as to wheth-
he President will maks any specific
trmmrr!nddtlnrﬁ. Somé of hils most
tntimate friends, however, assert ems=
pliat that his recommendations
wlil b gpecific and vigorous and such
that hie party and country could will-
ingly follow when he points the way.

One of these saldi to-night that the
Treshilent in his strong desire for peace
and carnpest hope that war might
Iy bee avelded wan ylelding some-
to the septiment of the leaders of
arty und the country. He has not
eiven up hope yet that hostilities may
b averted. There are those who be-
lieve the President has not yet made up
his mind a8 to the exact course he will
mursue, ind there seems to be a ques-
lor 8= to whether the consular reports
nrid the diplomatic correspondence Is to
be trunsmitted with the message.

A Trylng suapanas,

The suspense coused by the neces-
in the preparation of the
ge Is very trying upon members of
wih Louces and the most universally
question In Washington to-
whether congress can be re-,
stralned untll the messrage is transmit-
tedh ARl realize the diffienlt and ardu-
i priparing our case for the
jon and the care which
and there seems o
W “unduly” hasten
e party leaders are
1o avold a breach
as would oecur If
o the Inftiative.
e= of the situn-
the radleal Re-
n line & few days
iy at least,
spublicans of the

- insisting on
tiom, hold her meeting to-
m’rrr-m night.  While many of them
In faver of giving the Prestdent
¥ than they were last weels,
d that tw mty—l‘lvu- Republi-
n the house would, with the
le urd Populist votes, be sufli-
et It ean ba pretty confl-
aseerted that ol the Republleans
house, with possible exceptlons
eould be counted on the fingers of
ind, can be controlled untll Wed-
y. After that what might hap-
If the I'resident asks for further de=
t# problematical. Mr. Bromwell, of
, Tor instuance, whoe says he hopes
will mot be obliged to part company

he President, says he will votg
Demoerats It necessary to
¢ spenker after Wednesday,
i, C of Wiseconeln, has made o
simllar statement
Wil Azree with the Senate,

The- Ttepublienns of the house com-
mites on forelzn affalrs has held infor-
wetings to-day and have practl-
tiily agrecd to report a resolution simi-
lir ta that agreed wpon by the forelgn
“iatlore eommitter of the senate, The

restrutlony will probubly follow
suuge of those of the senate re-
i the blowing up of the Malne,
resolutions will be practieally
up6n by the eommittee to-mor-

bt will not be reported untll the
Presiient sends his messoge o Con-
#ross, although there is at loast one of
the Ttepublicans of the committes who
Hn taver of furmully reporting them
ta-marrnw,

Mro Adams, the aetlng chalrman  of
i commlttee, In the abaence of Mr.
HILL raw the Presldent to-day and In-
“rmed him of the probable action of
‘ae eommittes,l AlL - the Republicans

'l upon Mr, Hitt at his resldence
ng the dayd
Mr. Grout, (Reqn, Vermont), sald that
walle somt of the Republicans of  the

“onse were very impatient he thought
" would restraln themselves 11 the

Sident’deslred o few doys additlon-
-| ‘Ir. Grout han prepared o resolu-
VRICh e will intraduee tosmarrow,
pirkatiog 41,600,000 1o ralge the hull
e Malne,

“IF 8HE WAS BLOWN U SMID

Il

HE, “WE CAN WELL AFFORD .TO

=g I

SPEND A MILLION TO DEMON-
STRATE THAT A IFACT. HER HULL
COULD DE RAISED BY BUILDING
COFFERDAMS, IR SHE =~ WAS
BLOWN UP THE TRUTH WILL BE
KNOWN., MURDER WILL OUT."

Nepresentative Bishop, (Rep., Mich.,
saya that the members of his delega-
tion, although sirongly for actlon. ore
willing to glve the President a reason-
ably time, “There may  be  [nfluences
maklng for peace of which we know
nothing,'® sald he, “and we ought (o
defer a few days if Nr. McKinley de-
slres. Bestdes, every Jday adds to our
wnr. preparations.'

My, Babeoek, (Rlep, Wia.), chairman
of the congressional campaign commit-
tee, expressed doubt as to whether the
house could be held beyond to-morrow,

Enropean Medlatlon,

The progpect of European mediation
has aroused ¢he  keenest interest
throughout diplomatle elreles here, and
although Inquiry at the leading embas-
ghes and legmtions falled to diselase that
any actual meve had been made, yet
such o move {3 antlelpated almost any
time and when taken it s felt that it
will be an Important factor in the situ-
atlon, It has beea  expected that
France would be the first to act by a
tender of her geod offices,. Up to to-
night, howaver, the French ambagsa-
dor, M. Camban, had received no In-
atructlons In this line.  There {s tho
same anticipation, but lack of detinite
actlon. in British, German and other
diplomatie quarters, It 1s probable that
medintion would take definite form it
the foreign representatives thought thas
war was Inevitable and was about to be
declared.

At the outset Spain was most earnest
for mediation, and to this end, address-
od o note to the powers about ten davs
ago, Now, however, as the prospects
for the mediation appear to be growlng
the Spanish authoritles seem (o e less
inclined toward this course, This may
be due to the fact that Spain had look-
el upon mediation a3 an indirect form
of Intervention of the European powers
in favor of one of thelr own number,

The Spanizh-note-developed, however,:

that the powers were not ready for any
such radical step,

It Ia stated by one of the ambassadors
to-day that any move for mediation
would assume form by an exchunge of
notes among the Burapean pawers, which
could be done very specdily by telezraph
In case a war crisls eeemed at hand, In
such event, the meneral understanding
among diplomats here i3 that Great Bri-
aln, France, Germany and Austria
wottld be consulled, as thelr comerclal
inierests would be serlously crippled by
a war b=ween the United Siales and
Spain.

1t i= probable that negotlations will be
opened by thls government with Dens
mark 1o allow cable meveages (o come
overthe French line from the Danish Tse-
land of St. Thomas to the United States,
With the Lecward islands, of which St,
Thomas e 2 centre, as the probable cen-
ter of any naval operations which may.
result from the present erisls, It Is recog-
nized as of vital Impurtance to secure
cable facilitles not controlled by Spain,

1t s undersiood that the Danish gov-
ernment did not view with favor the re-
cent propozltions for the purehase af the
feland ' of St. Thomas by the United
Statea for use as o coaling statlon, az i+
was felt a sale of the Lsland at this timp
would be an  uafriendly act toward
Spain.  This view was communicatel
to Washington and waes doubtless made
known to the stata department through
the Spanish minister Tiere.

‘Wernabe’s Busy Day,

The Spantzh mimater, Senor Pals y
Bernabe, and his etafl had a busy Sun-
day, nithough & dld not bring any de-
velopments changing the sltuntion. ‘The
minlater did not eee state departmens
officials during the day. His last official
exchunge with the authorltdes here was
an laat Friday, after Spain’s answer had
been recelvod, sinee which time the ne-
gotintlons bave been at a halt, This,
however, has nou lessened the Spanish
minlster's activity in keeping hls gov-
ernment fully appralged as 10 the gen.
rral condition of affairs in this country.
The elaborate manner in which this en-
ble Intelllgence has gone 1o the authorl-
tles at Madrid s probably without n
paraliel, Tt is undersisd that when the
siluatlon begaon to assume its most gorle
ous aspecl a single eable dispptch sent
by the minlster o the forelgn office at
Madrld cost $1,600.  Another dispateh
cost $700; another $400. In this woy the
Madrld authorities are kept fn cloge
touch with the condition of affalrs here,
not only as it relates to officiol negotin-
tlons, but more particularly to the ten-
denecles and  all those eclreumstancea

which will permit the Madrld govern-'

ment, to guage the sltoation ot Wash-
ington,

Seeretary Sherman gave a dinner last
nlght, at which the Spanish minlster
win one of the guests. The prosence of
the Spanish minister at the home of the
secretary of etate was devold of signifl-
eence, except as showing the paelfic out-
ward appearance of affalrs, Belng pure-
Iy a sociul gathering, the Spanish situa-
tlon was not alloded to.although it 45 un.
deratotd 1o have requlred =ome tact to
avold the absorbing topte of current in-
tereat,

MINISTER  WOODFORD

BN TTas Falth that Peace onan Hnonora«
hlo NMasls wvill e thie OQuicome nf the Ne-
tintlnne.

MADRID, Aprll 8.=6 p, meIn an-
swer 10 a request from the Assoclated
Preag, Genoral Stewart L, Woodford, the
United States minlster, hos made the
following statement:

“The obligatfons  of  my diplomatle
porltion abaolutely forbld my granting
an Interview or piving the slightest in.
timation as to the present condition of
the diplomntie negotintons entrustod o
my eares I eame o Spaln under  In-
structions. from Preeldent Mekinley to
gecure pence in Cuba, with a permas

nont peace between the United Stlates
and Spain, o pedce that shoull be bullt
upon bed.rock conditions; conditions af
Justies to Cubn, with uaurm‘l protecs
tlon 1o the great American intereats In
that [aland,

T bave labored stendlly (o obtain
this result. ‘I hitve never lost my faith,
and, doubtful as conditions moy reem
to=day, L atiil belleve there great and
good purposces of my Iresidont may vot
bae securel. I shall not desist from my
Jabors fur o just and honorable peace
untll the guns actually open five; and
my falth 1s silll strong that war, with
all Ite horrors, can be avertud,

“Enough blood has been shed In Cu-

tlons, and as such, tts urgency would
preciude the opposition which It might
encounter in ondipary times. The senatp
Dietriet of Columbla paval hattallon biil
taun the speaker's table and i1, oo, may.
be passed, " Tuesday and Friday ave pri-
vate bill dayn,  The deficlency appro-
priation bill 18 almoat ready and could
‘be conaldered ‘any: time after Wednea-
day, 1€ the medsage does not come In on
that day,

PREMIER SAGASTA IALKS

O the Peesent Critleal Situstion—8ays
lho Indepenidance of Cnlu was Not
i la the It

ba already, and 1 ennnot bell that
the closing hours of the ninsteenth cens
tury will be reddened by a contliet he-
tween Bpaln and the United States, My
country asks for peace hased upon con-
ditfons that shall make peace porma-
nent and beneficent; and 1 have faith
that Epain will yet do what 18 neces-
Fary to nssure justice of Cnba, "And
with justice, peace [s cortaln.”

THE POPE'S MEDIATION

Most Emphiatically Dented by the Stnla
Department and nt the White Honar.
MADRID, April 3—Senor Capdepor,

minlster of the Interior, states oficlally

that the pope has accepted the task of
mediation  betweer Spaln  and  the

Unlted States at the suggestion of the

latter, both nations accepting his me-

datlon,

WABHINGTON, Aprll 3—Asslstamt
Becretary of State Day has authorized
an officlal denlal of the statement that
the pope I8 to medinie between this
country and Spain.

At the white house the dispateh was
prompiiy and emphatically denled.

AUTONOMISTS APPEAL

To the I for an A for
the Purposs of Arriving nt Terms of
Peace

"TASHINGTON, April 2—The Span-

Ish minster has received a dispalch

from Havana stating that the autono-

mists appeal to the insurgents, asking to
arrange an armistice, for the purpose of
arrlving at terms for peace.

The full text of the messnge could
not be seeured to-night, as (15 transln-
tian was not made at the legation. The
Insurgenis are appealed tg on .the
ground that they are all Cubmns, and
should unite for peace and liberty,
which all want. The appen! also states
that Spain is willing to enlarge the pres-
ent scope of autonomy, and will sug-
gesl such'a plan to the cortes, which Is
sdon to meet,

THE WEEK IN CONGRESS.

Forecast of Onsiness (o ho Transacted,
Senate Committes on Forelgn Helatlons
will NotRepart on Cuban Sitnation e
fore Wedneaday.

WASHINGTOXN, April 5.—The expec-
tation in the senats {8 that the report of
the committes on forelgn relations an
the Cuban situation will'be made to the
kenate not later than Wednesday, and 1¢
the report should be made at that time
the protabilities are thatwillengags the
greater ghare of the senate’s time for the
remainder of the week.

The committes will make an effort to
secure actlon upon the resolutions which

it will report without having them de-
bated, but with very lUttle probabitity of
wuceess, Undoubtedly a large majority
of the members of the senate are favor-
able to some declaration aprepos of the
Cuban situation, but there is certaln te
be differences of opinlon on the couras
10 be pusued and on the language to be
used, which wlil be sufliclent to prevent
{mmediate actlon except in one contin-
gency. Thia contlngency I8 the possi-
bility of an agreement as to detalls be-
tween the Presldent and the committec,
If the commiitee’s report should prove
to be in accord with the President's re-
commendation in all essential particu-
lars, the senate llkely would adopt the
resolutions brought in without debating
them.

There s, however, a conslderable ele-
ment in the eenate which Is opposed to
war except as a last extremity and thers
areseveral others who think there ought
to be delay of at jeast & week or ten
dayn before action $s taken in Congress
in ovder to Insure the safe lanling of
ships und war supplics now on thelr way
w this country from Europe.

The commitiee on forelgn relatlons Is
not impressed with this line of reasoning
and members urge that Spain 1s no bat-
ter prepared for hostllitlez than are we,
The members of the commmilies do not
expect the Presldent’s message before
Tuesday und they are prepans to wait
until Wednesday, Under great pregsure
thers might be a delay beyond that time,
but w request  for delay would cause
great resilveness on the part of 1 ma-
jority of the committee. While deglrons
of giving the President all the time he
may aetually require for the preparation
af his message, they are very Impatient
of the outside intlucnce which is being
exerted o hold them In check,  Thia
pressure 13 in the shape of letters and
telegrams frome people throughout the
eountry who are opposed toa war polley
and with the=e the members of the com-
mittes are belng fooded.

“The writers," o member of the com-
mittee sald to-day, “generally asi us to
maintaln an C‘honarabie . peace’  Of
coutse we all want an honorable peace,
but the time has gone by when that can
e gecured under exlsting conditlons In
Cuba. We cannot allow our conduct to
be controlled by such expresslons,.”

When the President’'s message is re-
eelved It willon Senator Davis' motlon
b referred <o the committee on forefgn
relations which may bring In its report
later In the day, or It may not do 2o un-
10l the following day. SoTar as it is In-
iarmml as 1o the probable line of the

> ‘s leatlon, the commit-
u:n_- 18 now prepared to report, bul the
membera renllze that there may be some
detall of the message that will require
earefnl gonsideration, and in that event
they will glve more tme (o it than an
hour or two on the day of {ts presenta-
tion.

TInless there is & change in the com-
mittee's conclugions after the Presldent
ta heard from, the resolitions reported
will recommend the recognltion of inde-
pendence with a declaration for arnied
intervention to make Independences prac.
ticable,  They will nlso include  he
Maine explozion ns one of the causes set
forth for this actlon, The resalutlons
will be accompanled by o earefully
drawn report written by Senator Daviz
Justitying them,

For the rest, the senate will probably
glve 1ta attentlon to aprpopriation billa
and miscellancuus meaaures on the eal-
endar,

There 1a little In the way of o pra
grimme forthe house this week,  Javery-
thing nwaits upon the Presldent's nes-
sage, and the momentous events which
are o, follow, its pregontation. To-mar-
row the Bl for the reorganization of the
army Lt to beeatled up, Chalrman Hub,
af ahe militory commltiee, belloves it
will be pasged without oppasition, It i
cn:uldert.:l o pare of tllu war prupnm-

Loop flole fur Peace nlll lmtt.

LONDON, April &,—The Madrld cor-
regpondent of the Standard telegraphing
late to-night, saya:

“I have been able to obtain an fntsr-
view with Senor Sagasta, the premier,
and to ellelt from him a brief statement
with reference to the present critical
sltuation, In the course of the conver-
satlon, Senor Sagasta sald:

*‘In our recent negotlations with the

United Stales, we have used friendly
and concllintory language in explainlng
our views. Respecting the matters in
dlupute with regard to the Malne disas-
ter, we sald we constdersd the question
to be ane for diplomatie negotiation,and,
that it we and the United States found It
impossible to come to an understanding
on the conflicting opinlons of the Amerl-
can and Spanish commisslons as to the
cause of the disaster, the matter then
ought to be submitted to technical ex-
perts and to the arbitration of o naval
or other power, who might be selected
by mutval agreement between the two
governments.

* “On the second palnt we were able to
Inform United States Minkster Woodford
that Governor General Blanco  had
fszued a proclamation autherizing the
return of the reconcentrados do  their
homes and that the Spanish governmant
had eent 120,000 ($600,000) to the rellef
of the distressed Cubans and would de-
vote to the aume object all the procesds
of rellef in kind and money amounting
o £200,000 ($1,000,000) which had been
&ant by Spanlsh residents in Mexico.
These 83 Are SUp by the
assistance already given by the Cuban
autonoemlst government, We have never
objected to rellef helng also ent by the
United States on conditlon that it did not
huve an officlal eharacter or bear the
appearance of interventlon.

**We did not object In prinelple to an
armlistice for the Cuban insurgents. We
are, however, of the opinlon that it does
not behoove Spain to take the inltlative
and a suspenslon of hostilities ought to
be asked for by the Insurgents. We
suggested thut the Unlted States gov-

rument might, If so Inclined, exerclse

5 Influence with the fnsu t= to In-
duce’ them to upply for an armistice,
with a view to further the ends of peace,
on the understanding, however, that the
armistice would be destined to lead to
the submission of the insurgents 1o the
new gulonomous regime,’

“Senor Sagasta assured me that the
question of independence of Cuba or the
sale af that eolony or of any invasion of
Spanizh rights was not modted in the
recent negotlatlons. Alluding to the ra-
port that Marshal Prim had intended in
1870 to sell Cuba, Senor Sagasta sald
that such a negotiation was made to
Aarshal Prim by the Amcrleans, but
wagfiever accepted, uad that the parley-
Ing on the subject was only kept up for
some time to avold increasing the acute
tension which then exiated between the
1wo countries.

“Senor Sagama considers that sinee
he took office In October last, he has
done everything possible to satisfy the
Cubans and to pregerve good relations
with the United States, and that conse-
quently no responsibllity for the present
erisis ghould it lead 10 A rupiure, will
rest with Spain. e, however, does not
belleve that the last Spanish memoran-
dum closea the door to further negotia-
tions.  Those who conducted them,he
said, had on both eldes ehown a dispos!-
ilon to promote cordlal relations; and
he only apprehended troubls from the
priezsure of the jingoes on the executive
In Washington.

Senor Sagasta proceeded to say that
his government had addressed a memo-
randum to the European powers, but
had not officially taken steps to soliclt
thelr Interventlon,  He called my atten-
tion to the fact that the people and press
of, Spain had ehown prudence, forhoar-
ance and patriotlsm Juring the crisks,
oven the oppasition having put no obista-
cles in the way of the governmant. This,
he =ald, led hm to believe that all
clazses would co-operite In the work of
raallzing peace In Coba and facing the
contingeneles of the fulure. He spoke
thraughont with calm subdusd energy
of a statesman alive to the eventualities
of the sltuation, and consclous that he
had done his duty In endeavoring to
avert war without sacrificlng the richta
of Spain in a manner that would ereate
equally grave consequences at home,"

A NEW ORUISER

Secnred by ThisConntry—Was Orlginnlly
Bnilt for Pern,

LONDOXN, Aprll 2,—=The crulssr which
Lieutenant Commander Colwell, Tnited
States naval attache here, purchased
yesterday afternoon from the, Thames
Tran Works, and over which he holsted
the stars and stripes, was built by the
Thames Tron Waorke for Pern, 1t wwas
finlshed during the war between Peor
and Chili, and the Britlsh povernment
would nol permit 1€ to leave, on aceonnt
of the neutrallty law,

The eruiser has been entirely refitted
during the past year aml madernized at
an expense of L5000 1§ ).  The
negotlationg for purchase were kopt a
seeret, as Licutenant Colwell wanted to
eccure the crulser at a good bargain,
which waz accomplished. The prien ask-
ed was CE0000 ($400,000), but It Iz under-
stood that ehe  has been secured  for
ahout half that amount after the owner
hail been given to understand that there
wag only u forlorn hope of selling hore,
Tha price pald is conglderably below the
eost of bullding,

Spantshships In Bad Condstton,

LONDON, April 3,—The correspond-
ent of the Aszoclaled Prezs has asoers
talned from relloble gources that same
of the SEpanish =mips are In bad condi-
tlon, The Pelaye atarted from Tonlon
for Cavthagena lagt night. In tow, with
16 French workmen on board fixing up
her bollers and niuking other repalra,
The Emperor Carlog V, started yeater-
day from the Seing ship bullding yarda
at Huvra for Ferrol, with o turret aut of
position, and by guns - unmonnted,
Nelther ship will be ready for serviee for
i monti, They have left Prench waters
presumably In the feaar that war might
begin before the repaira were finlshed,
In which gvent they would not be per-
mitted to feave,

b fid el Lb i
Kalilers Ceom West Vieginin,

MORGANTOWN, W Va, April 21—
Colonel Clurence .‘_{mlll:._ eommainling
the Plest vegiment of the West Vir-
rinla Nablona Guard, to-day advlzed (he
bilgde commander it e eonld ten-

der the full strength of the ru.imn-m. in;
tho l.'\'\_ltl af war,

poenee consl

o these questiong

TWO HUNDRED PEOPLE WERE DROWNED

By the Sudden Inrush of the \\’hters—-]he Johnstown, Pa., Disaster Pars
alleled—All Telegraph and Telephone Communication With the Strick:
en C‘ly"Shut 0ff—The Flood Breaks Upon the Community Like a Tidd

Wave,

S8T. LOUIS, Mo, April 3.—=A" speclal
to the Republic from Girard, 1L, says:

A telephone message haos lieen ro-
celved here from Shawneetown,' 11l
saying that at 4:30 o'clock this afier-
noon the levee above the elty broke and
the city is fnundated. The water has
backed up for five miles and rushed
dowm wpon the elty lke a tidal wave.

After the message was recelved tel-
ephone and telegraph communication
with/Shawneetown was suddenly cut
off, which tends to confirm the report.
Nothing more has beern learned, 1t ls
rumored that over two hundred llves
were lost, although it Is belleved this cs-
timate ls too large.

Hepoct Confirmel,

CHICAGO, April 4,—At 12:30 to-night
the operator In the long distance tele-
phore company’s office at Mt. Vernon,
Ind., informed: the Assotlated  Press
that the estimate on the loss of Nfe at
Shawneetown was, at that hour, 200,
Mt Vernon s but thirty miles from
Shewneetonwt, and the information on
which the estimate Is based Is belleved
to be rellable.

The operator stated that the com-
pany’s wires to the stricken clty, fulled
soon after 4 o'clock in the aftérnoon,
At that hour It was known that the
dam was glving way, but B was mot
thought It would gzo to pleces quickly
ebough to eause loss of life. By §
o'clock It was known In Mt, Vernon thut
many p2ople had been drowned, the es-
timate then belng one humlved,

A rellef boat, bearing food, blankets
and surgeons, wus  started down the
rlver and was expected to rench Shaw-
reptown before  morning.,  Gradually
the reports of logs of ife Incrensed the
estimates, storles coming from varlous
points mear the scene of the flood show-
Ing clearly that the aisaster was for
maore serfous than at first believed.

People from Mt. Vornon and the sur-
Tounding ~ country™“ besligped  the tele-
phones ant telegraph oflice, frantie for
tidings froin relatives and friends in the
flooded town. No attempt at amn occu-
rate list of the lost was possible, how-
ever, and the crowds stood all night
before the bulletin boards on which
were posted the meagre reports helng
recelved,

Terrthle Devastation,

LOUISVILLE, Ky, Aprit 2.—A spe-
clel to the Courter-Journal from Evans-
ville, ImZ., says:

Shawnectown is seventy-five miles
below  Evapsviile on the Ohlo rlver
Houses were terned and tossed about
like boxes, The people were not warn-
ed of the break aml for that reason
=0 mAany were caught. Theose ai home
sought refuge in secomd: storles and on
house topa, Thoss In the streels were
carried before the avalanche of water
and probably o majority were drowned.,

Citizens came from the place by skiffs
te a telephone several miles away and
asked for aild from Evansville.  Thiy
sald that more than 200 people were
drowned and they had reason to be-
lieve It would reach 0 or even 1,004,
The water stards from twenty to thirty
fect all over the town.

There are, of course, no fire or lghts
in the place, and total garkness envel-
apa the desolated scene. Consequently
it was Imposstble for them to have any-
thing Nke defindte information. The
men quickly left the telephone and ro
commurnication has sinees been hod with
the place. All telephone and telegraph
wirea are now down and cutslde com-
munication appears to be Impossible.

At 10 o'clock ta-night two steamboats
and a couple of tugs started for Show-
nectown under a full head of steam
and It ¥ expectsd some of them will ar-
rive there by 2 o'clock In the morning
They earry farge supplies of food amd
blankets l[u'Lklr collected by the cliy
ofliciale,

250 Vives Loat.

CHICAGO, Apell 2.—A' speclal 10 the
Reecord from Cypress  Junetlon, 1.,
saye:  Two hundred and fifty persons
were drowned to-day Dy the fnundation
of Bhawneelown, six miles from this
place, The norch levee broke at 4:20 this
afternoon and the Ohlo river flowed over
the town and many feet deep,

Scorex of houses are floating about to-
ntght and many persons are elinging to
the wreeckage (0 the hope that rescuers
will soonappear with boats to take them
1o places of of enfety.

All comunleation with the tawn is eug
off.  Traing eannot reach here and tele-
phone and telegraph wires ars down,

The first report that reached hiere was
that the entire  population had  been
drowned, but thiz 4s not contirmed,

The levee was bullt by the govern-
ment and was regarded ns Impregnable,
hence the people had taken no precius
tlons agalnst a possible Nood,

—_—
MADRID GOSSIP

About Alllance Hetween Thin Conntry
and Great Mritatn.

LONDON, April 4=The Madrid eor.
resporrdent of the Dally Mall telegraph-
ing Saturday, says:

“Information has beew recelved here
to the effect that am alllance has been,
concluglvely concluded by England and
Amerien for mutual actiow in the far
enst wlone, As o matter of facl, such
an alllavce, if concluded, would influ-
lerubly any possible conflict
between Americn and Spain.

*There I8 al¥o o report current that
France and  other  powers, Including
Englat), proposes thot the Cuban pen-
ple themselves should deelde the (,1.|IJ..||1
problem by o plebiselte, Cuba Lelng o
eivilized country. In this connestlon it
muy Lo noted that one of the ehief ars
puments in Spaln's answer to the Amer-
tean demanda is Lhe solution of some of
Belong to the  Cuban
people, whoe cannot deelde upon them
wkl the Guban purtloment méets on
My 4,

“10 Epnin replied for them, the i.l'l\’LI'II.-

T P R o

ment argues, sho would  undoubtedly
neurp vights granted to Cuba by recent
leu.nllun. -

“A battalion of engineers which had
been ordered to the Canary leland pass-
ol down the streets of Madrhl ln-ni:ht
(Saturday) to entrain for Cadiz' The
troops were cheered enthusiastically by
the crowd. Beyond this the most mers
fect ealm prevalls

“The ministers who are deslrous of

from Ameriea met agaln to-day.and .
both the officlal and private dispatches -
wore regd.  Senor Polo y Bernabe tele-
graphed from Washington that he con-
slders President McKinley.ls belng car- *©
ried away by congress. The President, -
In the opinion’of the Spanish minister,
will decling”all responsibility for 'tha
eourse events will take, while congress,
will accept It. He asseris that the af-
falrg of Spaln and ° Cuba will be dls-
cussed on Monday. :
—_———

THE EASTER BULL F[GHT '

Heerun to Engage the Enthualasm of thn P
People orf Spaln Mova than Patriotic:
Ontbnrals —The neen Regent’s Slnck
Herolcs, -
MADRID, via Bayonne, Francs, A:_sri:_-' !

3—Despite the efforts of the press to. |

wark up patriotic enthusiasm, the pub-
lie seems indifferent to the sltuation.

Exeepting among officlals and officers ft

15 rarvely discusszed.  Apparently t_lm'-

peaple are chiefly Interested in ﬂu_a _resul

of o blg lotiery just announced and jo
the preparations for an extraordinary ;
bull fight on Easter Sundny, at which
celebratlon toreadors from all parts’o

Spain-will perform,

The people do not wish war; rather
are indifferent, as they always have one.
in progress soméwhere and do not regard
a war with the United States as differ- - -

exlsts hers exists aléo Chroughout thae .
provinees, R
Poultney Bigelow writes from Barces
lona that, with two other Americans, hi
“hag just completed a bicyele tour.

San Sebastian, through Madrid, to All-
cante, in \"a!rnrin.. clear across tha
wildegt part of the peninsula, and hl
say3:

“T found léss Jingolem in the whnlu,_
trip tn.m in une block of the New Yo

Jowery.

The queen regent is taking a very M-J'.{
tive part in the negotiations and huvﬂ-
thoroughly identified hergelf with tl‘w S
war sectlon of the cabinet.  Her attituds;
s much approved by the officials in the
army, and has undoubtedly strengthen
el the dynasty for the ttme being, Her
majesty §s reported to hava tald Senar'
Sagastn;

Mere Fnatian,

“I recetved from my husband a he
tage for our gon, and will never agree (o *
have that heritage curtailed.” ;

Senor Sagasta eald to a friend aft
Tuesday’s council at the palace: “W?}i{vg
went In, seven men to see one wWoman, 3
and emerged seven women, leaving the
man Inside,”” meaning that they went 4n”
disposed to yield, but that the queen'a

patriotism and firmness {nepired. them. -
At the same tima It 15 reported that tha
quesn regent is dolng much to avold n
rupture.  The activity of Count Dubl-
sky, the Austrian amlassadar, in this = o
direction within the last two days is sald
be dnaplred from the palace. - He has
visited United States Minister Woodford -
and a prominent member of the cabinet.

Aparentdy there 15 o pessimistic feel-
ing at the United States legation to-day.

The majority of the newspapera here |
to-day regard war as inevitable, Thez
think Gencral Stewart L. Woodford has
eommunieated a final answer to the gov-
ernment, The Liberal says: :

“It Is clear that no concession will eata =
fefy the Unitel States except the fnde-
pendenga of Cuba. and we had better
immedintely end the uncertainty,” g

The whole article of the Liberal on tha .
subject I8 belllcose In tone,

The Palsassertsthat great uncasiness
prevalls at Washington concerning the.
altitude of the sonthern states in case of
wite with Spain, and also because the
Spaniards are organizing In Mexico to.
invade the elates \Ih-!}' wreﬂtc&'l‘rom
the Mexican republie.” 7

In canclusion, the Pale nsserls tht‘.:-
“Tt will nat be all ‘*beer and skittles® for
the United States,"

Much excitement was eaused during
the day by the recelpt of n dispateh say-¢
Ing It 18 expected that the passports of
the Spandzh minister at Washington wlll
B handed to him on Toesday.'

Tev. Dr, 1all Canvalescent, ¢
NEW YORK, April I—Rev. Dr, John |
Hall, pastor of the Flith Avenue Pres-
byterfan churel, 18 convaledelng, He ©
haa puesed through any danger period
that may have exleted and at'his resl-
denea to-lay it was sald he contempla- -
ted partieipiating in communlon services
next Sunday, Dro Hall also caused 1t
to be announced from the pulplt of the
Pitth Avenue Presbyterian church that
he would  participate In ne, af - the
c¢hurch megtings this week,
—_———————
Maovenients of Steamslilpy.
NEW YOoRK—Arrived — Rot letdnm.
Rottendam; Lo Bretagne, Havre
—_————

Weatlier Forecast for ‘Ta=day.
Far Western Penngylvania, T.hroaunh:;
weather) wimls becoming (resh easterly, .
For West Virginia and Ohlo, threatening
weather, probably follawed by rain Mon- |
day nilght; warmer; fresh southeast
winda. ",

Loeal ‘Temperatnre, ‘
The temporature Saturday as oheerval
by C. Schnepf, drugglst, corner .\Iurke;
anid Fourteenth 'trel_tu. wis a8 follows;
Tl W . TG 2
et 11: TP I

vo k] \\r'mllwl -E‘h glsle
HlnkD.\\

Leing informed  as to the latest news, -

ent from the others. ‘The feeling that .




